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TERMS OF REFERENCE

Global Network for SMR Innovation (GNSI)

Chapter | General

Article 1 Nature of GNSI

The Global Network for SMR Innovation (hereinafter referred toas“ GNSI” ) is a non-profit,
unincorporated and open cooperation initiative. It is established by the China Atomic Energy Authority
(CAEA) together with relevant nuclear energy enterprises, and jointly participated by government
departments, regulatory bodies, enterprises, research institutes and higher education institutions from

countries that are interested in developing small modular reactors.



Article 2 Objectives

The GNSI operates on the principles of extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits. The
GNSI is committed to innovation driven and safe development, as well as open, inclusive, and mutually
beneficial cooperation. It will promote technological innovation, standards harmonization, capacity building,
and the deployment and widespread use of small modular reactors (SMRs) to provide safer, more affordable
and more accessible nuclear energy solutions. These solutions will help to address global climate change and

support the sustainable development of all countries.
Chapter Il Functions
Article 3 Technological Innovation

The GNSI conducts research and facilitates the exchange of experiences on the various applications of SMRs,
including onshore and offshore power supply, district heating, industrial steam supply, desalination and
high-temperature hydrogen production. The aim is to enhance the safety, economic viability and

multi-purpose potential of SMRs.
Avrticle 4 Standards Harmonization

The GNSI develops technical specifications, safety standards, and generic user requirements documents for the
siting, design, construction and operation of SMRs. This will reduce unit cost and construction timelines, and

support standardized design, modular construction, and the large-scale deployment of SMRs.
Article 5 Capacity Building

The GNSI promotes capacity building in policy-making, planning, regulatory framework and infrastructure
development, and specialized personnel training for SMRs. This is achieved through scientific visits and
exchanges, technical meetings and workshops, expert consultations, and personnel training programmes, with

the aim of enhancing overall capacity and fostering an industrial ecosystem.
Article 6 Promotion and Application

The GNSI establishes a platform for matching supply and demand and facilitating technical cooperation. This
addresses issues such as feasibility studies for SMR siting and planning, public outreach and communication,
feedback on construction and operation experience, nuclear fuel supply assurance, workforce and supply
chain localization, financing guarantee, and benefit and risk sharing mechanisms. The aim is to facilitate the

deployment and widespread commercial use of SMRs.
Chapter 11l Members
Article 7 Membership

Any entity involved in the development and utilization of SMRs, including government departments and

regulatory bodies responsible for the development and safety of nuclear energy, as well as enterprises, research



institutes and higher education institutions, may apply for membership on a voluntary basis.
Article 8 Admission

Any entity wishing to join the GNSI shall submit an application to the Secretariat. Once approval by the

Governing Board, the applicant shall become a member of the GNSI.
Article 9 Rights of Members

All GNSI members shall have the right to participate in various meetings and activities organized by the GNSI,

access GNSI services, and utilize information and resources shared within the GNSI.
Article 10 Obligations of Members

All GNSI members shall abide by this ToR, participate in GNSI activities, and uphold the rights, interests and
reputation of the GNSI. They shall also provide the GNSI with the necessary personnel, facilities or financial

support on a voluntary basis.
Article 11 Withdrawal of Membership

Any GNSI member wishing to withdraw shall notify the Secretariat in writing. Any GNSI member committing

a serious violation of this ToR shall be expelled following a vote of approval by the Governing Board.
Article 12 Observers

Any interested entities may apply to participate as observers in designated meetings or activities. However, they

shall not be entitled to the shared intellectual property of the GNSI.
Article 13 Cooperating Organizations

Intergovernmental or non-governmental international organizations may participate in designated meetings or

activities as cooperating organizations.
Chapter IV Organizational Structure
Article 14 Board of Governing

The GNSI shall establish a Governing Board to act as its decision-making organ. The Board shall comprise one
President and two Vice-Presidents. The President and the Vice-Presidents shall be nominated by member
institutions and elected. The Board’ s term of office shall be two years, and members may be re-elected for

consecutive terms.
Avrticle 15 Functions of the Board

The Board shall hold an annual meeting to deliberate on: (i) the ToR, rules and regulations, strategic plan,
work plan, annual report and resource support of the GNSI; (ii) the election of the President and

Vice-Presidents; (iii) the admission of members, observers and cooperating organizations; (iv) the



establishment of specialized committees or working groups; and (V) the discussion and decision on other

major matters.
Article 16 Secretariat

The GNSI shall establish a Secretariat as its permanent office. The Secretariat shall be headed by a
Secretary[] General, who shall oversee the GNSI' s daily operations, resource coordination, event

organization, outreach and communication, and execution of the Board decisions, and other related matters.
Article 17 Specialized Committees

The GNSI may establish specialized committees composed of renowned experts to provide advice on matters

in specialized fields.
Article 18 Working Groups

The GNSI may establish working groups. These working groups shall be initiated by members of the GNSI on
avoluntary basis to develop and implement cooperative projects. Each working group shall have one

convener, who is responsible for coordinating its daily activities and reporting on progress to the Board.
Chapter V Activities
Article 19 Platform for Exchange

The GNSI regularly organizes high-level meetings, committee meetings, and technical workshops to facilitate
supply and demand matching, experience sharing, joint research, personnel training, and capacity building in

the development and cooperation of SMRs.
Article 20 Cooperative Projects

The GNSI undertakes joint research initiatives in policy, science, technology and industrial development to
address challenges in SMR deployment, including techno-economic viability, standard compatibility,

industrial maturity and public acceptance.
Article 21 Shared Facilities and Resources

The GNSI facilitates access to, and the availability of, facilities and resources for research and development,
testing and verification, engineering demonstration, and education and training in SMRs. It also provides
members with services including technical visits and exchanges, consulting and evaluation, research and

development, and personnel training.
Article 22 Personnel Training

In response to the need for international cooperation in SMR development, the GNSI develops professional
curricula and organizes specialized training. It also provides opportunities for academic degree education in

nuclear-related disciplines, covering technology selection, site planning, safety regulation, public



communication, construction and operation.
Article 23 Other Services

The GNSI may, upon request by GNIS members, provide customized services as appropriate to their specific

needs.
Chapter VI: Intellectual Property Rights and Confidentiality
Article 24 Intellectual Property Rights

The intellectual property rights held by individual members shall remain vested in the original owners and shall

not be transferred as a result of their membership of the GNSI.

Ownership of intellectual property arising from cooperative projects undertaken within the framework of the

GNSI shall be determined through friendly consultation among the participating members.
Article 25 Confidentiality

Any information relating to a GNSI member obtained by another member during GNSI activities shall not be

disclosed to any third party without the prior consent of the relevant member.

The confidentiality obligations set out in this Article shall survive the withdrawal of any member from the

GNSI.
Chapter VIl Supplementary Provisions
Article 26 Entry into Force

This ToR shall enter into force upon its adoption by the Governing Board.



